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416 Notes and Discussions. 

Next we think a chapter ought to be given on the profound subject 
of the peculiar impulse communicated to an imaginative flight by 
preoccupying emotion. 

Another ought to be spared to discuss .the very notably educating 
effect left on deeply imaginative minds by the science of geometry. 
There seems a very near correspondence between the laws of forms 
of things, and the laws of forms of ideas. 

Finally, we would examine the peculiar qualities of observation 
necessary to gather a store of rhetorical materials. This would in- 
clude the subject of the dramatist's or penetrative imagination. And 
here we should end our second and last great division — the ''Synthet- 
ical Compendium." 

If the present science of rhetoric did not embrace so many foreign 
and inferior subjects, we should not propose an analysis of the func- 
tions of the imagination as a subject nearer allied to (the so far prop- 
erly called) "logic.'' We do not think any one will deny that some 
sort of culture for the imagination, ought to be a department of liter- 
ary education. We do not wish to forget the peculiar indirect efficacy 
of rules ; nor do we wish to exaggerate their importance. Our age, 
we are sure, is beyond the barbarism of denying that analysis and 
knowledge assist constructive practice. In mental practice, we be- 
lieve there are few of the soundest intellects of our time but will bear 
witness to that accession of reasoning power which has come to them 
from the logic of the understanding. Nor do we think less would ac- 
crue to the literary capacity of all classes from the development and 
inculcation of a logic of the imagination. Perhaps it would work an 
entire literary revolution. george nevison hammond. 

Chicago, 111., July 2nd, 1877. 



Does Correlation of Forces imply Personality? 

Editor of the Journal of Speculative Philosophy : 

Will you permit me to refer to you some questions which have aris- 
en in a "discussion of the presuppositions involved in the doctrine of 
the "correlation of forces." 

It is admitted that this doctrine logically implies a whole of force 
which is self-moving 'and $e?f -determining, and that this has an inter- 
esting bearing on theistic speculation ; but the two conclusions which 
it is claimed may be logically drawn from this, viz : the self-conscious- 
ness of this self-determining one, and the existence of ntore than one 
self-determining being, are not seen to be true. To the objector it 
seems that a whole of force, which originates all particular forces by- 
its own spontaneity is not necessarily self-conscious and that this 
process of self-determination is wot necessarily to be identified with 
that of thought. 
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But even though this were fully shown and the existence of a per- 
sonal God admitted, it would still seem to the objector that this whole 
of force includes in itself all that can have the power of spontaneous 
action, and that henceforth there can exist but one trulj- self-deter- 
mining being. Under this view, therefore, the existence of individ- 
ual souls which are self-determining and self-conscious and immortal, 
is impossible instead of being, as is claimed by the speculative, a 
necessary consequence of the existence of the original, self-deter- 
mining one. 

By giving a little space in reply to these difficulties, you will great- 
ly oblige c. H. AMES. 

Boston, Sept., 1877. 

[Our remarks to this communication will be found page 433. — Ed]. 



Polarity in Character : A Study of the Sex of Min d. 

II. TEXT. 

Synopsis OP Sect. II. — 1. The Supernatural and Natural Poles of Character. 
2. Their Manifestation Severally in Contest and Culture. 3. Precedence of 
Feeling over Thought in Christian Life. 4. Their Several Fields of Triumph 
as so Subordinated. 5. The Mediation of Thought; 6. or Christ in Society. 
7. "One in Christ." 

1. Although the present essay has been summarily entitled "Po- 
larity in Character," it may be here more definitely stated to be an in- 
vestigation into the relation of subordination between Devotion and 
Intelligence, with a view to illustrating, in the important and ever- 
growing realm of Mind, the especial applicability of the universal 
principle of the immanence of the Supernatural in the natural. 

2. "The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting," exclaimed 
King David in one of the later verses of his longest acrostic Psalm ; 
"give me understanding and I shall live."* This utterance is re- 
markable not onlv as indicating a healthy combination of intuition 
with aspiration in its author or inspired medium, but also as furnish- 
ing a suggestion of polar contrast and cooperation between contest 
and culture. For the bearing of one's testimony ever implies a com- 
petition of influences, while the advance of intelligence ma}- be essen- 
tially, and is obviously with all so far as they are merely "entering 
into other men's labors," a work of uncomplicated education. On 
the whole, therefore, the passage quoted may be regarded as "bearing 
testimony" to the important doctrine, that while the conflict of faith 
results in th« triumph of intelligence, every triumph of intelligence 
enlarges the basis of the as yet ever-recurring conflict of faith ; so at 

*Ps. cxix, 144. 
2 7 .XI-27 



